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was the name of their old capital, as also that of the
Assyrian people. But as the rulers came in touch
with other peoples they created a regular pantheon
of the divinities they borrowed from others, chiefly the
Babylonians. Ea, Baal, Nesroch, Nebu, Shamash>
Sin, Nergal, Ishtar, all came to be honoured.
But one aspect of genius that the Assyrians deve-
loped was their love for art. Who their artists were,
or from where they came, we do not know, but th
commissions they executed, the reliefs they traced
and the motifs they carved were indeed the wonders
of their age and set models to the arts of subsequent
nations. Their palaces were feats of contemporary
architecture and the tracings along their walls and the
reliefs had no parallel. Their lion-figures, carved
steeds, and frieze decorations created examples for
the contemporary world to follow. Their bulls and
lions journeying through the splendid specimens of
like and subsequent sculptures ultimately set the
originals for the Asokan monuments in India. The
hunting scenes on the walls of AshurbanipaPs palace,
chiefly the figure of the arrow-struck lioness, have no
parallels in liveliness and vigour. The remains laid
bare at Khorsabad and elsewhere in Iraq by the spade
of the archaeologist, now mostly stored in the museums
of Europe, leave the visitor gaping in dumbfounded
wonder.
In look the Assyrians were tall and hardy, robust
and full of muscles, as can be seen in the tracings on the
walls of temples and corridors and of palaces. They
wore long cloaks and grew their hair and beard long.
They believed in astrology and in the divine oracles
which the kings tried before every campaign.